
Serenity, ambience, style and flair are

design elements that can not only make your

home a utopian retreat from the world, but

a place to celebrate your very take on

life, your distinctive per-

sonality and worldview.

How do you achieve

these elusive qualities,

and what do they mean for

a room? When you walk

in a room that’s bal-

anced and soothing,

it exudes serenity.

Add to that a distinctive

atmosphere that imbues

feeling and you’ve got

ambience. When a room

has style, it has a beauty

and grace. And with flair

— you know it when you see it, a room

with a genius or a natural gift.

We asked an antique dealer, owners of

home furnishing boutiques, a manager of a

kitchen and bathroom gallery, a supplier

of marble and granite and a developer

in the Triangle how they

would achieve serenity,

ambience, style and flair.

Their answers are as

distinctive as their per-

sonalities and their personal

offerings.

Larger than life

Raleigh antique dealer

George McNeill with a

style he calls elegant

leisure outfits a room

with a different vision

than say Mack and

Pam Thorpe, owners of

the Rusty Bucket in downtown Apex who are

partial to down home country.
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High-toned MCNEILL has a self-
described “gilt complex” and scoops up
antiques at New York’s Christy’s and at
Palm Beach estate sales. The Thorpes
took down Fuquay-Varina tobacco and
hay barns and used the seasoned wood to
fashion a charming country store, THE
RUSTY BUCKET, complete with beamed
ceilings and brick walls and filled with rus-
tic antiques and country Americana.

WADE ADLER, manager-developer of
12 OAKS, the 680-acre golf-course sub-
division in Holly Springs, emphasizes the
nature of the development when he talks
about serenity, ambience, style and flair.

CHRISTINE C. TINGEN, builder
sales manager of FERGUSON BATH,
KITCHEN & LIGHTING GALLERY in

Raleigh, works with lighting and kitchen
designers who search out the design
styles of their clients before coming up
with dream rooms.

Manager and craftsman HENRIQUE
DIAS of STONE WORLD MARBLE &
GRANITE of Raleigh talks about the skill
involved in crafting a countertop, fireplace
or table from fine marble and granite his
business imports from all over the world.

CHRIS KIRK, owner with his brother
and mother of KIRK IMPORTS of
Raleigh, fills his 40,000 square foot show-
room with furniture from buying trips to
High Point, Los Angeles and outposts
around the world. Along with buying
living room, dining room, bedroom,
including children’s bedroom furniture in

traditional, contemporary and transitional
styles, Kirk scoops up unique finds from
across the world in his work as a direct
importer.

KIMBERLY A. SHORE, who owns
SIXPENCE ACCENTS, an art and home
furniture boutique located in a restored
1930s house on Chatham Street in down-
town Apex, features traditional and
contemporary hand-painted, rustic and
shabby chic furniture, art glass, mirrors
and other home accessories including a
garden line. The business with eclectic
offerings also has a variety of price-points.

These professionals use their gifts and
their inventories to create these four
elusive design elements.

Serenity
To achieve it, you have to start in a room with good bones, says

McNeill. Don’t underestimate the value of millwork, details that
not only increase the value of your home but set a tone of elegance.

Paint the walls and McNeill’s preferred Georgian paneling,
picture frame or crown molding all in cream. But even so, the
choice of the color doesn’t matter as much as the balance of it in
the room, says McNeill.

A Lawson sofa, a simple-lined, low-back design, upholstered in
cream velvet, spells serenity from its perch in front of the fireplace,
flanked by two club chairs, also in cream velvet, McNeill says.

Add two Louis XV chairs in cherrywood and upholstered in a
cream velvet and cream silk cigar stripe. To the conversational
nest in front of the fireplace, center a black-lacquered Zen coffee
table, completing the unaffected calm.

“Art has to stabilize a room, give it depth and meaning,” says
McNeill, who envisions on the wall above the fireplace a landscape
by James Daga Albinson, a realist from Sag Harbor. He recently
brought the painting home to Raleigh from Christy’s.

Adler of Holly Spring’s 12 Oaks Community paves the way for
tranquility with 20 miles of tree-scaped sidewalk along rolling
hills lined in houses of southern classic styles: Colonial, Greek,
Southern Antebellum Revival and Victorian, all with inviting front
porches. It doesn’t hurt that meandering through the neighbor-
hood is a Jack Nicklaus golf course, named one of the top 10 new
private courses in 2009 by Golf Digest.

Peace for the Thorpes who live in a restored farm house named
Twin Gables, six miles outside of Apex, is found in simplicity. A
clutter-free room whispers relaxation. Pam sells antique trunks

and chests that double as coffee tables and offers stackable boxes.
All of these can be used to tuck away clutter.

And it’s true to the period. “You’re looking for that utility,” she says.
“One hundred and fifty years ago our forefathers had to be judicious
about using their resources. They had to be utility minded.”

Timeless treasures like the American country sofas and wing
back chairs from Johnston Benchworks transport ones mood to a
port of calm. The family company in North Wilkesboro maintains
the Appalachian tradition of making its furniture by hand.

Round it out with rockers by Troutman Chair, another old-time
North Carolina furniture maker that features joint construction,
and add a few rustic antiques the Thorpes scour up on buying trips
in Ohio and Pennsylvania and you’ve got laid-back down home ease.

You do want to have personal touches, says Pam, who suggests
a handmade quilt to cozy up a sitting area and for charm. The
shop features the works of local artisans including quilters, jewelry
makers, needle-crafters, potters and even makers of homemade
jellies and sauces.

Photo courtesy of 12 Oaks
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“The senses are a pathway to ambience,” says
Shore of Sixpence Accents. And lighting is a
vehicle. Shore recommends choosing from her
wide variety of lamps and Virginia candles with
wood wicks, soy candles and even the wax
frame of a candle with a LED-insert.
“The wood wicks make a crackling sound so
it sounds like a fire is burning, she says.
“The LED-insert candle is battery-pow-
ered and can be set with a timer. They
glow just like a candle. You can smell the

vanilla when they are on.”
Pam also rides the waves of the senses to
ambience or spirit, especially through sight
and smell. Cylinder lamps with punched tin
shades cast shadows in pattern on walls,
nightlights dipped in silicon resemble flick-
ering flames, lights in tin holders featuring
trays filled with scented wax release spicy
aroma as their bulbs get hot.
“It’s so nice to walk in the house and you’re

greeted with this warm, cozy
smell,” she says.

In the wintertime, Pam bakes
cookies and brews cider on the

Elmira Stoveworks Appliances,
1850 reproductions the store sells that

were made in Ontario, Canada. The air is laden
with spice and butter and stops customers in their
tracks whom Pam restores with free goodies.

Through layers of lighting, Ferguson’s Tingen
brings ambience to Triangle kitchens with a
bold illumination. Lights are placed under cab-
inets, added as drop-down pendants above
islands, located in recessed spaces overhead
and over work spaces and prep areas.

Craftsman Dias says he created an ambi-
ence of elegance by installing creamy white
carrarea Italian marble in a foyer. It makes an
immediate statement and sets up an expecta-
tion for quality.

“It’s almost like creating a themed room,”
says Kirk of an ambience made palpable from
scenic effects. He chooses from Kirk Imports’
inventory the Old World British Colonial
appointments, Moroccan styles or Key West-
inspired furnishings to create the sensory feel of
the room.

“It’s a very different ambience like walking
into a completely different place, a suggestion of
travel, says Kirk. “A lot of people do these sorts
of rooms when they have traveled some place
and have been to other countries and want to
emulate it in their house.”

“Style is not fashion,” says McNeill,
who follows antiques like a commodities

trader, but banks on beauty’s timelessness
and shows off the period pieces he acquires

in his Atlantic Avenue shop. “It’s God-given,
either you have it or you don’t.”

“Antiques give a room an unmistakable sense of
style,” McNeill says. Add a 19th century Chinese lamp or
the red-lacquered, Chinese-designed clock he found in
Honfleur, France, a French side table or a gilt stool and
you’ve got an indelible fingerprint.

Dias added his signature to a house in Avon, Connecticut by
installing a black and white marble fireplace. The beveled edge of
finely-wrought marble distinguished his work, says Dias, a skill he
learned during training in Brazil. In the Triangle, he works with
designers to create stylish kitchens and bathrooms outfitted in
countertops he fabricates from one of 120 colors of granite and 12
colors of marble Stone World Marble & Granite carries.

The Rusty Bucket creaks with style, from the timbre of vintage
planks underfoot to the 1930s pickup truck Mack restored and
often parks on Salem Street, the historic district’s main drag.

The place is so distinctive that New Hill actor and executive pro-
ducer John Demers scouted it out as the location for his
family-friendly television series he named after the shop, The Rusty
Bucket Kids, located in the fictional town of Peak City. The name
is a take-off on Apex’s town motto, “the peak of good living”.

Sixpence Accents also features style arbiters.
From the colorful, contemporary stretched-canvas giclees to

the realism of the originals and water color animal and floral land-
scape prints by Susan Crouch of Statesville, the 20 artists of
Sixpence Accents offer their own individual takes on reality that
can be used to transform a room, says Shore.

Photo courtesy of 12 Oaks
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D.R. Horton has communities
all over the Triangle. Prices
range from the low $100s to
the mid $300s* with plan sizes
up to 4,000 square feet!°

Visit one of our sales
centers or shop for your
new home online today!

1. Legend Oaks ..............................from $290s
2. Carillon.........................................from $240s
3. Swann’s Mill ................................from $130s
4. Swann’s Mill Towns..........from low $100s
5. Brightleaf.....................................from $220s
6. Ashfield Place ............................from $230s
7. Davenport...................................from $160s
8. Richland Hills .............................from $170s
9. Providence..................................from $160s
10. Providence Towns .........from low $100s
11. Old Milburnie Crossings......from $210s

12. John’s Pointe........................... from $160s
13. Prestwyck .................................from $260s
14. Brookfield Station..................from $170s
15.Tunbridge from ................................$220s
16. Summerdale ............................from $150s
17. Macadie Park .......................... from $120s
18. Cary Park Townes...................from $230s
19. Bellemont .................................from $270s
20. South Lakes .............................from $210s
21. Keystone Crossing.................from $170s

*Home and community information, including pricing, included features, terms, availability and amenities, are
subject to change and prior sale at any time without notice or obligation. °Square footages are approximate.

Ambience
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Flair
The flair of 12 Oaks Community is found in its air of establish-

ment, even though it’s fresh off the blueprint. A leafy topography
of mature trees functions like an anchor to the past. And the dis-
tinctive verandas, balconies and porches, with inviting variation of
colors in soothing blues, yellows and greens suggest permanence.

Throw in the clubhouse, the golf course, the resort-styled pool
with slide and lap swimming and the lighted tennis courts and you
add even more polish.

McNeill says flair is akin to style and a room should imbue its
homeowners with it.

He helps that along by painting ceilings blush, a stage trick of
sorts which results in light casting a warm and attractive glow on
faces below, as if a sleight of flair.

By giving your room serenity,
ambience, style and flair, your self-
expression is accentuated through
design elements that bring balance to
a room, and balance is a key to the
good life whatever your take on it.

The Woodstock wind chimes in Shore’s garden collection at
Sixpence Accents play with irrepressible flair. The chimes were
tuned to precision by world-class percussionist Garry Kvistad,
who designed them in his Hudson Valley shop. One set of
chimes resembles church bells faintly singing Amazing Grace,
and another set echoes a wedding tune.

“With a country look, I think of toned-down flair, says Pam
Thorpe. “You create a warm, homey, safe place to be, not a bill-
board. You want it inviting. You make your statement through
the simplicity of it. In a country look, it looks like it’s always
been there.”

The treasures Kirk uncovers crescendo with flair. A
mahogany bedroom suit he picked up screams rarity as do the

teak root benches.
“I like to wander around and see

things that you’ve never seen before and
I really like to bring stuff in, he says. “It
typically means there’s only one. I might
not ever see it again. Every week, I bring
in something new.”

A one-of-a-kind piece is an Asian sec-
retary, nine and half feet tall, black
exterior, with a hand-painted gold Asian
pattern and a red interior, a flair magnet.

HHoommee,,  aa  ppllaaccee  ttoo  cceelleebbrraattee  lliiffee..
The design sense from these seasoned

professionals can be your jumping off
point to make your home a place to cel-
ebrate life this summer. Whether you
want a home with a laid-back country
feel or downtown elegance, your place
can emphasize your personality. Art,
pottery, handcrafted items, antiques, or
lighting that captures a mood are all
ways to express yourself. 

By giving your room serenity, ambi-
ence, style and flair, your self-expression
is accentuated through design elements
that bring balance to a room, and bal-
ance is a key to the good life whatever
your take on it.

DENISE SHERMAN IS  A FREELANCE WRITER
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