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What is the lure and appeal of country home decorating? Maybe it's the desire to escape 
the rush and demands of a hectic lifestyle. It could be the need to return to a time when 
life was simpler, perhaps even happier. The necessities of rural life are what influence 
today's country style home decor. 

Country home decorating can be defined as a style featuring rustic simplicity and 
tradition. Home decorating country style is viewed as welcoming, unpretentious, friendly 
and practical. Country style home decor is flexible enough to include timeworn antiques, 
reproductions, crafts and handmade products all together. Country furniture is usually 
made by craftsmen and has a sturdy, rugged appearance. Country style furniture seldom 
uses delicate designs. Country home decor may feature unfinished beams, floors with 
natural finish, rough bricks and unpainted or undulating plaster walls. 

Here are recommendations for specific rooms when country home decorating: 

Country Kitchen Décor - use open shelves, buffets, plate racks and cupboards for 
storage. Country kitchen storage is usually crammed with stoneware pots, plain glazed 
earthenware and glass jars. Country kitchen pots should be made of copper, steel or cast 
iron -- country cookware tends to be large and plain. Country kitchen cabinets that are 
made of aged surfaces, natural materials, rough finishes and round knobs will keep the 
country style. Open shelving in the country kitchen is perfect to display plates and 
dinnerware collections. Kitchen cabinets or kitchen furniture made of pine or perhaps 
even painted can be a beautiful key element in the country kitchen. 

Country Kitchen Countertops and Floors - country kitchens countertops have ceramic 
tiles or even hand painted tiles, slate or marble. If you want to use laminate materials, go 
for plain colors for coverings. Terracotta tiles, brick, stone and wood are very popular in 
country kitchen floors. If you decide to add some antiques to your country kitchen, they 
don't have to be perfect -- even chips and scratches will add to the charm and un-restored 
look of the antique. Adding a bit of wear and tear to maintain the country flavor is fun 
and it works! 

Country Dining Rooms - dining rooms are once again popular. Many years ago, meals 
were eaten in large country home kitchens. Today, the kitchen continues to be the hub of 
the home and the place where you can have less formal meals. However, when 
entertaining guests, a dining room is the place to be. Country style dining rooms can have 
a large rectangular table made of pine, oak, walnut or mahogany with wooden chairs or 
old benches that are similar in style and material. A corner cupboard, plate racks, dresser 
or sideboard will provide perfect storage and serving area for the dining room as long as 
they match the style and the materials of the table and chairs. 



Country Bathrooms - the characteristics and styles of country bathrooms take us back to 
our simple life and roots. A bathroom with neutral tones or soft colored walls, antique 
looking lighting and wooden antiques or antique reproduction cabinets and vanity will 
give the country bathroom a calm and elegant atmosphere. Clawfoot tubs, country style 
antique brass faucets and old-fashioned country home decorating cabinets will give your 
bathroom the kind of atmosphere that invites you to spend time there. 

A country bathroom should have wood, ceramic tile, linoleum, vinyl or natural cork 
floors. To have carpet in the country bathroom is not appropriate. Wood and brass 
accessories are perfect materials to use in a country style home decor bathroom. Plain 
white towels are recommended instead of patterned or bright modern patterns. Use 
wicker or wire baskets to keep your sponges, loofas and shampoos handy near the tub or 
shower. 

Country Home Furnishings - decorative items associated with country style home decor 
include adirondack chairs, Windsor chairs, fresh or dry wild flowers, vintage baskets, 
quilts, yellowware bowls, blue and white ceramics, wicker or wire baskets, floral 
tapestries, linens and paintings, wool blankets, duck decoys and teddy bears. Floral 
patterns and candleholders also remind us of the country-style life. 

The colors used in country home decorating are neutral tones ranging from white to bone, 
earth tones, red barn, blues and green which are the most appropriate colors for country 
style. Stenciling and wallpaper are frequently used in country home decorating. 
Stenciling originally was cheaper than wallpaper. Stenciling can be used around 
windows, in areas where the walls meet the ceiling or on the floors. Oftentimes, 
stenciling is even used on furniture. Done correctly, stenciling adds a great deal of charm 
to a country home decor. 

While country life in the old days was often very difficult, it's now possible to recreate 
the pleasures and peace of a nearness to nature without having to endure the adversity 
and hardship of everyday rural life. In general, the knowledge and abilities needed to 
create a country style home are achievable by nearly anyone. Read all you can. 
Inspiration will come if you understand the basics for creating a country style home decor 
that provides the look and feel of the way life used to be. 
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